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the weak tropical people. Thus British rule was spread abroad. The
process has continued until England governs over 350 million people in
southern Asia.

During the first World War the location of Mesopotamia and Pales-
tine gave England a special interest in those regions. Germany had been
getting a foothold in Mesopotamia, and thus bade fair not only to domi-
nate the land route from the Mediterranean to India, but even to threaten
the sea route. Turkey, on the other hand, began to threaten the Suez
Canal from Palestine. Hence England conquered not only Mesopotamia,
using India as her base for supplies and troops, but also Palestine with
Egypt as a base. When peace was declared England was left in control
of these regions and in a position to carry out her long-cherished plan of
a land route of her own from Egypt and the Mediterranean to India.
Outside her actual possessions and mandates the influence of England is
paramount in Irak, Iran, Afghanistan, and Tibet, because her position in
India makes her the nearest strong power to each of them.

In the Southern Hemisphere British expansion followed much the
same course as in the Northern, Australia, with its sparse native popula-
tion and its good climate in the southeast, repeated the history of North
America on a small scale, as did New Zealand. Those regions were easy
to take possession of, but the European colonists there had so much
energy that they soon governed themselves. There was never any revolu-
tion, however, because the Australasian colonies did not develop until
England had. learned the lesson of good colonial government. In South
Africa the course of events was midway between that in Australia and
India. The British settlers encountered a denser native population and
a less-stimulating climate than in Australia. They dominated the natives
as in India, and they met and conquered Dutch settlers much as they met
the French in Canada. Nevertheless, progress has not been so rapid as in
New Zealand, for example. In tropical Africa the conquest of the British
colonies took place much as in the later stages of India's history, but the
results have been relatively meager. Elsewhere the British colonies are
relatively small or unimportant. In Egypt, England acquired a colony
because Egypt happens to lie on the highly important route which con-
nects the homeland with India. But in 1922 England gave up her direct
control over Egypt except for a canal zone where her position is much
like that of the United States in the Panama Canal Zone.

Why the British Empire Has Grown so Great

(a) Britain's Central Location. The reasons why the British Empire
today embraces nearly a quarter of the earth's surface may well be
classified according to the table in Chapter I, showing the elements of